THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
and his real antagonism to the Church of Rome lay not in points
of doctrine, but in its universality—that is, in the power of the
Papacy, which clashed with the Divine Right of Kings—a
peculiarly Protestant doctrine first proclaimed, it will be remem-
bered, in England a lifetime ago by Cramner at Edward VFs
coronation and naturally supported by James.
The Country getting Richer, the Crown getting Poorer.
The economic state of the time (1605-25) was that of a country
rapidly getting richer through trade, and of a Government
getting more and more embarrassed. The decline in wealth
and the general social misery which had marked Elizabeth's
reign did not continue to the end of it. The country began to
pick up towards the end of the sixteenth century. The im-
poverishment of the poorer people went on uninterruptedly,
but trade was growing as England's favoured position for
transport southward and westward by the Atlantic began to be
appreciated. London in particular increased in wealth, the
greater people at the expense of the smaller, but the whole
advancing. The number of English people dispossessed in the
countrysides had increased steadily since the Reformation, but
probably something like half England was still made up of an
independent peasantry inheriting the land on which they lived,
and subject only to dues and not to competitive rent. But the
Government could no longer live on its regular revenue;1
prices had risen so much and the necessities of the modern
state were such that the executive was compelled somehow or
other to find nearly double that regular revenue on which it
was supposed to carry on. Every trick and device was resorted
to by way of filling the gap—gifts, loans, pressure upon the
Catholics by way of fines—but still the gulf between necessary
expenditure and the total of the royal revenue grew wider and
wider. Before the end of the reign the royal income was not
worth much more than half of what had to be paid for by the
state. Therefore it became necessary to appeal to the richer
landowners assembled in Parliament for official grants from
time to time. This gave them a new power, of which they were
not slow to take advantage.
The Colonies.   Under James I began the English colonial
1 The regular revenue did not come from taxes, as to-day, but from the
income of the Crown in rents, dues, fines, customs, etc. Taxes were then
exceptional levies.
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